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ACADEMIC FREEDOM AND TENURE 

The American Association of University Professors was definitely 
organized at a largely attended meeting in New York City in Jan- 
uary, 1915. It was decided at that time to take up the general 
problem of academic freedom, and the President of the Association 
was authorized to appoint a committee of fifteen which should in- 
clude, so far as they were eligible, members of an existing committee 
of nine, representing the American Economic Association, the Ameri- 
can Political Science Association and the Sociological Society, under 
the chairmanship of Professor Edwin R. A. Seligman of Columbia 
University. 

The committee of fifteen had scarcely been constituted when a 
number of cases of alleged infringement of academic freedom were 
brought to its attention, eleven cases being laid before the chair- 
man during the year. Special sub-committees undertook the in- 
vestigation of cases in the Universities of Utah, Colorado, Montana, 
Pennsylvania, and Wesleyan University. Three other cases were 
referred to the appropriate specialist societies. The general report 
of the committee of fifteen is reprinted in the following pages (pp. 
4-21). 

Later pages contain such extracts from committee reports and 
presidential addresses as may bring the attitude and policy of the 
Association up to date, together with a list of investigations. A 
statement of general procedure will be found in the 1921 report 
(pages 39-41). Quotations from several university presidents and 
from a recent report of the Commission of the Association of 
American Colleges have also been included as representative of other 
points of view. 
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